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Proclaiming the Word of God 
 

Priest: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Purity:   
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Great Commandment: 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the 
only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as 
yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”  Mark 12:29-31 
 

“Glory to God”  
 

   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
   Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,  
   we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ,  
   only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin  
   of the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the 
   Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone  
   are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
   Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

The Collect:  (kneeling or standing as you feel called and are able) 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.      Let us pray together. 
 

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory 
upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of 
his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into 
his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The First Reading: (please sit) 
 

2 Kings 2:1-12  
 

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah 
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for 
the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and 
as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The 
company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, 



“Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And 
he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for 
the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he 
answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the 
Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of 
the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as 
they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled 
it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the 
other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. When they had crossed, 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He 
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being 
taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued 
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching 
and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But 
when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in 
two pieces. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Let Us Pray in Unison Psalm 50:1-6 
 

1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; * 
   he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 
   God reveals himself in glory. 
3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 
   before him there is a consuming flame, 
   and round about him a raging storm. 
4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 
   to witness the judgment of his people. 
5 "Gather before me my loyal followers, * 
   those who have made a covenant with me 
   and sealed it with sacrifice." 
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * 
   for God himself is judge. 



The Second Reading: 

 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
 

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their 
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as 
Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, 
“Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel: 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Mark 9:2-9 
 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his 
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 
And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 
Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know 
what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and 
from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 
him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any 
more, but only Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered 
them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Homily: Rev. Michael Briggs (followed by a time of silent reflection) 
 

The Nicene Creed:   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 



Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People:    (please kneel, sit or stand) 
 

It is good for us to be here in your glorious presence, O God: Awaken us to the 
needs of the world, that we may offer all things to your compassionate love and 
become mediators of your unifying vision, as we pray: Proclaim the greatness of 
our God; for our God is the Holy One.  
 

Remove the veil when your Church seeks you, O God, and enlighten us with your 
vision, that we may be eyewitnesses of Christ’s majesty and serve the world as 
people moved by the Holy Spirit. Proclaim the greatness of our God; 

for our God is the Holy One. 
 

Let the glory of your holiness be revealed to the leaders of our nation and be 
manifest to all in authority, O Mighty One, that they may hear your voice and serve 
your mission of righteousness and justice, declared by the law and the prophets and 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Proclaim the greatness of our God; 

for our God is the Holy One. 
 

You love justice and establish equity, O Righteous One: Visit with your 
transfiguring presence every person and home in need of your light and your 
blessing throughout the world. Proclaim the greatness of our God; 

for our God is the Holy One. 
 

Visit this mountain of holy presence, O Radiant One, and let the cloud of your 
glory overshadow our community, that with joy we may behold your appearance 
and be led by your light. Proclaim the greatness of our God; 

for our God is the Holy One. 
 



Listen to your prayers as we speak to you and comfort us with your dawning Spirit. 
We remember those who are ill or in any need, especially Tim, John, Debbie, 
Eleanor, Jeannie, Jennifer, Ben, Cathy, Sherry, Davis, Joan, Judy, all teachers, 
students and parents, all sick with COVID-19 and their families, all First 
Responders, Healthcare Workers and those serving the public.  
 

Hear our gratefulness and praise for your glorious presence in our lives, especially 
as we give thanks for ______. 
 

We know our deaths will come soon, even as we recall our transfigured Christ’s 
victory over death. Receive into your eternal light all who have died, especially 
______. 
 

 

Proclaim the greatness of our God; 
for our God is the Holy One.  

 

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they 
may receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord. Proclaim the 
greatness of our God; 

for our God is the Holy One. 
 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 
presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel, especially Mark, 
surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring 
them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Proclaim the 
greatness of our God; 

for our God is the Holy One. 
 

Concluding Collect (together) 
 

Lord, you have called us to serve you. Grant that we may walk in your 
presence: your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your strength in 
our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our homecoming 
and the welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Those things, good Lord, that your servants have prayed for, give us grace to work 
for; and in the purpose of your love answer our prayers and fulfil our hopes for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

The Confession:  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. [silence]   
 



Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace   
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
 

Celebrating the Holy Communion 
 

Eucharistic Prayer A:   
The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    It is right to give him thanks and  
                                                                   Praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 



 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving.  Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever.  AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 

 but  deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread:   
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  



Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer:   (please kneel, stand or sit as you are able)  
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared 
your love, gave us grace and opened the gate of glory. May we who share 
Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we 
whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you 
have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole 
earth live to praise your name. Amen. 
 

The Blessing:  
May the brightness of God light our way 
May the brightness of Christ shine within us. 
May the brightness of God’s Spirit flow through us. 

The Blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be upon you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal: 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

The Flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements: 
 

 
● On Ash Wednesday, February 17, we will have a virtual service only. You 

can watch the service after 12:00 Noon on YouTube and Facebook. Ashes to 
Go from 12:00 Noon to 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 

● Formation Class is on each Thursday at 6:00 p.m. beginning on February 18; 
you can watch it on YouTube and Facebook live anytime after 6:00 p.m. 
 

● To get notified of new videos and when we go live, subscribe to our 
YouTube Channel: 
https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCNGrepZQ-z3qw9Ha-eMrlMg. If you 
have any questions, talk to Fr. Michael or Will Leeper. 
 

● Vestry Members: Donna Goldstein-Senior Warden; Steven Hill-Junior 
Warden; Caroline Cross-Secretary; Chris Allen; Cindy Cunningham; 
Michael Morton; Silvia Balsara; Jo Carson; Rebecca Ward. 
 

● Fr. Michael’s cell number is 901.461.8380. Please call him anytime between 
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., or the office at 479.783.2101 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. If it is an emergency, please do not hesitate to call anytime. 
 

● Remember to keep the Prayers of the People updated.  These are the 
people presently on our prayer list: Children and staff at the El Hogar 
Orphanage in Guatemala; Jeannie (McCabe); Ervin (Selbach); Julie (Speer); 
Chase (Negley); Liam (Joy); Earl (Terry); Peter and Suzanne (Jones); Linda 
(Lambertson); Jim and Barbara (Lambertson); Mike; Marie; Hazel, Jim; 
Dickie (Foster); Myra (Dyer); Sylvia (Burks); Claire (Person); Morgan; Kay 
(Lyon); Halox (Hern); Jim (Cearley); Martha (Boyd); Teresa (Zolnik); Tim 
(Hess); Elvin (Frick); Sherry (Coleman); Katia (Higgins); William 
(Woodward); Denna (Bond); Susan (Martin); Fred (Peters); John (McFee); 
Chelsea; Neill (Noel); Tommy (Kremer), Ben (Daly); Debbie (Kern); 
Eleanor (Vernon); Ben and Jennifer (Ballinger); Cathy (Lyons); Davis 
(Ziegler); Joan (Newell); Judy (Worden); all teachers, students and parents; 
all sick with COVID-19 and their families; all First Responders, Healthcare 
Workers and those serving the public. 

 
 

https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCNGrepZQ-z3qw9Ha-eMrlMg


● Chalking the Door: An Epiphany Tradition 
“Bless this house and all who inhabit it. Fill us with the light of Christ, that 
our concern for others may reflect your love.” 
What Is Chalking the Door? This short liturgy is a way of marking our 
homes, usually at the front or main entrance, with sacred signs and symbols 
as we ask God’s blessing upon those who live, work, or visit throughout the 
coming year. In Exodus, the Israelites marked their doors with blood so that 
the Lord would pass over their homes; but in this service, we mark our doors 
with chalk as a sign that we have invited God’s presence and blessing into 
our homes. Chalking the door is a tangible way to honor God in our lives. 
What Do the Numbers and Letters Mean? The first and last numbers 
simply refer to the current year. The letters C M B come from the traditional 
names for the three kings: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. Some also 
suggest “Christus Mansionem Benedicat” which means, “May Christ bless 
this dwelling!” 
How To Do It: Find some chalk: Any color will do. Gather your 
household: Everyone should be involved. For those who live alone, consider 
inviting a friend or neighbor. Or gather at your church to chalk the church 
entrance. Write the inscription: Using the chalk, and taking turns, make the 
following inscription above the outside of your door.  20 + C + M + B + 21. 
As you do so, recite the prayers below: 
Liturgy & Prayers for Chalking the Door: 
Leader: Peace be to this house, and to all who enter here. 
People: Amen. 
One or more of the following prayers maybe said: 
May all who come to our home this year rejoice to find Christ living among 
us; and may we seek and serve, in everyone we meet, that same Jesus who is 
your incarnate Word, now and forever. Amen. 
God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only-begotten One to every 
nation by the guidance of a star. Bless this house and all who inhabit it. Fill 
us with the light of Christ, that our concern for others may reflect your love. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
Loving God, bless this household. May we be blessed with health, goodness 
of heart, gentleness, and abiding in your will. We ask this through Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 
As participants take turns making the inscription, the leader says: 
The three Wise Men, [C] Caspar, [M] Melchior, [B] and Balthasar followed 
the star to Bethlehem and the child Jesus [20] two thousand, [21`] and 



twenty one  years ago. [+ +] May Christ bless our home [+ +], and remain 
with us throughout the new year. Amen. 
All say the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

The Week of February 13 through February 21, 2021 
 
Saturday, February 13 
10:00 A.M. Convention by Zoom 
5:00 P.M. Holy Eucharist - Rebecca 
 
Sunday, February 14 
8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist - Bella  
10:30 A.M. Holy Eucharist - Stevi 
 
Tuesday, February 16 
5:30 P.M. Inner Christianity Group 
 
Wednesday, February 17 - Ash Wednesday 
12:00 P.M. to 1:00 P.M. - Ashes to Go 
6:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.   - Ashes to Go 
 
Thursday, February 18  
6:00 P.M. Formation Class - virtual 
 
Friday, February 19 
10:00 A.M. Next Step Meal 
7:00 P.M. AA/Al-Anon 
 
Saturday, February 20 
5:00 P.M. Holy Eucharist - Patsy and Silvia (Reader)  
 
Sunday, February 21 
8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist - John  
10:30 A.M. Holy Eucharist - Fred 


