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Leader: Stir up your power, O Lord. 
and with great might come among us; 

 

And, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and 
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The first and second purple candles and rose candle are lit. 
 

Proclaiming the Word of God 

Priest:     Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
People:   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Prayer for Purity: 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Great Commandment: 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the 
only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as 
yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”  Mark 12:29-31 
 

“Glory to God”   
   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
   Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
   we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
   Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  Lord God, Lamb of God,  
   you take away the sin of the world;   have mercy on us;  
   you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
   For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
   you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

The First Reading: (please sit)  
 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he 
has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, 



to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the 
year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all 
who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise 
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting 
of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they 
shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the 
devastations of many generations. For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery 
and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make 
an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among 
the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 
acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly 
rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed 
me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a 
garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Let Us Pray in Unison Psalm 126 
 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
    then were we like those who dream. 
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
    and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
3 Then they said among the nations, * 
    "The Lord has done great things for them." 
4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 
    and we are glad indeed. 
5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 
    like the watercourses of the Negev. 
6 Those who sowed with tears * 
    will reap with songs of joy. 
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
    will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
  

 



The Second Reading: 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not 
despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 
abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he 
will do this. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel   (please stand)  
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Luke 1:10-20, 24-25, 39-41 
 

Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was 
praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at 
the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was 
terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, 
and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. 
He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be 
filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the 
Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to 
turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said 
to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is getting on in years.” The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the 
presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this 
good news. But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be 
fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day 
these things occur.” After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five 
months she remained in seclusion. She said, “This is what the Lord has done 
for me when he looked favorably on me and took away the disgrace I have 
endured among my people.” In those days Mary set out and went with haste to 



a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped 
in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Homily:   Fr. Michael Briggs 
 

The Nicene Creed:   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.   
 
 

The Prayers of the People: (please kneel, sit or stand) 
 

Holy God, you have spoken through your prophets and called us to make straight 
the way of the Lord: Visit us with your grace to cause righteousness and praise to 
spring up before all the nations, as we pray: God has done great things for us, and 
we are glad indeed. 
 

O God of peace, you have called your people to rejoice always and to pray without 
ceasing, giving thanks in all circumstances: Sanctify your Church and her members 
that our spirit and soul and body may be kept sound and blameless at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  
God has done great things for us,  

and we are glad indeed. 
 

 



God of Justice and Mercy, you love justice and hate wrongdoing: Guide our 
leaders and all in authority, that they may bring good news to the oppressed, bind 
up the brokenhearted, proclaim liberty to the captives, repair the ruined cities and 
cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 
God has done great things for us,  

and we are glad indeed. 
 

God of Compassion, look upon the needs of the world: Proclaim the year of your 
favor, and clothe your children with the garments of salvation and the robe of 
righteousness.  
God has done great things for us,  

and we are glad indeed. 
 

God of Grace, be among us in this community that we may be a people whom you 
have sanctified to testify to the light and to become oaks of righteousness. 
God has done great things for us,  

and we are glad indeed. 
 

Receive our prayers for those for whom we pray in intercession, especially Tim, 
John, Tommy, Ben, Debbie, Eleanor, Jeannie, Jennifer, Ben, Sandy and the Kutait 
Family. 
 

Hear our gratitude as we offer our thanksgivings, especially for ________. 
 

Comfort all who mourn, giving them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness 
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit, as we remember 
before you those who have died, especially Jesse Kutait, husband of Sandy Kutait, 
and all who have died from COVID-19.  
God has done great things for us,  

and we are glad indeed. 
 

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they 
may receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord. 
God has done great things for us,  

and we are glad indeed.  
 

 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 
presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel, especially Mark, 
surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring 
them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
God has done great things for us,  

and we are glad indeed. 
 



Priest: Loving God, your Advent people look expectantly for the coming of 
Christ: As the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in 
it to spring up, nurture our prayers and the thoughts of our hearts, that we may 
receive with joy the goodness of your strength and live in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Concluding Collect (together) 
 

Lord, you have called us to serve you. Grant that we may walk in your 
presence: your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your strength in 
our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our homecoming 
and the welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Those things, good Lord, that your servants have prayed for, give us grace to work 
for; and in the purpose of your love answer our prayers and fulfil our hopes for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

The Confession: 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  (silence)   
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your 
will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

Blessing for Birthdays:      Anne Marie Cunningham (December 14) 
 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your 
servants ___, as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom 
and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their 
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace (Please stand as you are able) 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
 

 



Celebrating the Holy Communion 
 

Eucharistic Prayer C:   
The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    It is right to give him thanks and  
                                                                   praise. 
 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned 
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 
 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to 
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by 
water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 
Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 
gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 



After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me." 
 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 
 

Lord God of our Fathers and Mother: God of Abraham, Isaac, and  
Jacob, Sarah, Leah and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our 
eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for 
pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us 
one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and 
worship, from generation to generation. AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 

 but  deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory,  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread: 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

 

 
 



Eucharist 
We are beginning to share in the Eucharist in the form of Bread and Wine. When I 
come down to the bottom of the steps, please come up in Family Groups, keeping 
three pews between you and the group in front of you.  Cup your hands in a way 
that I can drop the bread in your hand so that it does not bounce out. Then there 
will be a small cup you will pick up by the rim. Then move to either the Choir 
room door or the door going into the hallway, lift up your mask and consume the 
Bread and Wine and throw the cup in the trash. After that, return to your pew. 
 

Your place was set at this table before the world began!  
We welcome YOU to Christ’s table. 

Gluten Free wafers are available by request. 
 

Post-Communion Prayer: (kneel, stand or sit as you feel called or are able) 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared 
your love, gave us grace and opened the gate of glory. May we who share 
Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we 
whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you 
have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole 
earth live to praise your name. Amen.  
 

The Blessing: 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
   
Dismissal: 
Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 The Flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements: 
 

● If you would like to give Poinsettias in honor of/or memory of someone for 
Christmas, please provide the names, make your check payable to St. 
Bartholomew’s and note on the memo line that it is for Poinsettias for 
Christmas. 

● We have four (4) spaces left for the 5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service. You 
MUST sign up for this service, which will be spoken and will not have any 
music. There will be a pre-recorded Service, which will be played at 11 p.m. 
on Christmas Eve and will remain on our Facebook and YouTube sites. This 
pre-recorded Service will be very special, so please watch it and tell your 
friends, even if you attend one of the other services. 

● To get notified of new videos and when we go live, subscribe to our 
YouTube Channel: 
https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCNGrepZQ-z3qw9Ha-eMrlMg. If you 
have any questions, talk to Fr. Michael or Will Leeper. 

● If you want to attend one of our services in person, please let Becky know 
by either calling the office or sending an email by no later than Thursday of 
each week. 

● If you would normally give through the plate, please consider mailing your 
offerings in or going to Tithe.ly on our webpage, i.e., stbartsfs.org to give. 

● Vestry Members: Donna Goldstein-Senior Warden; Steven Hill-Junior 
Warden;  Caroline Cross-Secretary; Chris Allen; Cindy Cunningham; 
Michael Morton; Silvia Balsara; Jo Carson; Rebecca Ward. 

● Remember to keep the Prayers of the People updated.  These are the 
people presently on our prayer list: Children and staff at the El Hogar 
Orphanage in Guatemala; Jeannie (McCabe); Ervin (Selbach); Julie (Speer); 
Chase (Negley); Liam (Joy); Earl (Terry); Peter and Suzanne (Jones); Linda 
(Lambertson); Jim and Barbara (Lambertson); Mike; Marie; Hazel, Jim; 
Dickie (Foster); Doug (Neely); Myra (Dyer); Sylvia (Burks); Claire 
(Person); Amber (Johnson); Morgan; Kay (Lyon); Halox (Hern); Jim 
(Cearley); Martha (Boyd); Teresa (Zolnik); Tim (Hess); Elvin (Frick); 
Debbie (Whittington); Sherry (Coleman); Katia (Higgins); William 
(Woodward); Denna (Bond); Susan (Martin); Fred (Peters); John (McFee); 
Doug (Carson); Chelsea; Neill (Noel); Tommy (Kremer), Ben (Daly); 
Debbie (Kern); Eleanor (Vernon); Ben and Jennifer (Ballinger); Sandy 
(Kutait); the Kutait Family; all teachers, students and parents; all sick with 
COVID-19 and their families; all First Responders, Healthcare Workers and 
those serving the public. 

https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCNGrepZQ-z3qw9Ha-eMrlMg


● Fr. Michael’s cell number is 901.461.8380. Please call him anytime between 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm, or the office at 479.783.2101 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
If it’s an emergency, please do not hesitate to call anytime. 
 
 

The Week of December 13 through December 20 
 
Sunday, December 13 
8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist - John and Jo C 
10:30 A.M. Holy Eucharist - Lucy and Donna 
 
Tuesday, December 15 
5:30 P.M. Inner Christianity Group 
 
Friday, December 18 
10:00 A.M. Next Step Meal 
7:00 P.M. AA/Al-Anon 
 
Saturday, December 19 
5:00 P.M. Holy Eucharist - Monty 
 
Sunday, December 20  
8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist - Bella 
10:30 A.M. Holy Eucharist - Lucy 


