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Prelude    “Hymn to Joy”           Setting by David Cherwien  
 
Opening Hymn                      Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies  
 

Proclaiming the Word of God 
 
Priest:     Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
People:   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Prayer for Purity: 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Great Commandment: 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the 
only Lord. Love the Lord you God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as 
yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”  Mark 12:29-31 
 
“Glory to God”   
 

   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
   Lord God, heavenly King,  almighty God and Father,  
   we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
   Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  Lord God, Lamb of God,  
   you take away the sin of the world;   have mercy on us;  
   you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
   For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
   you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.  
 
The Collect:  (kneeling or standing as you feel called and are able) 
The Lord be with you.     And also with you.         Let us pray together. 
 
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we 
may continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 



The First Reading: (please sit) 
 

Isaiah 25:1-9 
 

O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you 
have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you 
have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city 
no more, it will never be rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 
cities of ruthless nations will fear you. For you have been a refuge to the poor, 
a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade 
from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the 
noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of 
clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled. On this mountain the Lord of hosts 
will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of 
rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will 
destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that 
is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord 
God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he 
will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on 
that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Let Us Pray Together       Psalm 23 
 

    The Lord is my shepherd; * 
        I shall not be in want. 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
        and leads me beside still waters. 
    He revives my soul * 
        and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
    Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
       I shall fear no evil; * 
       for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
    You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
       you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
   Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
       and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 
 



The Second Reading: 
 

Philippians 4:1-9 
 

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 
firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to 
be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, 
help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, 
together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the 
book of life. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

The Gospel: 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Matthew 22:1-14 
 

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 
He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, 
but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who 
have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat 
calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 
banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to 
his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 
The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 
burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite 
everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the 
streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding 



hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came in to see the guests, he 
noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, 
‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was 
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Homily: Fr. Michael Briggs  (followed by a time of silent reflection) 
 

Meditation  
 

The Nicene Creed:   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People:  (please kneel, sit or stand as you feel called or able) 
 

As Moses interceded with God for the sake of the people, so let us offer our 
intercessions on behalf of others, responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.” 
 

That we may clothe ourselves in garments befitting the faithful: compassion, joy, 
generosity, gladness of spirit, intentionality of life-style, and dedication to the way 
of our beloved Jesus;       Silence 
let us pray. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 



That the Church may be a refuge for the poor and lost, the lonely and those who 
hunger after righteousness, revealing through fragile human beings the signs of 
God’s glorious kingdom;       Silence 
let us pray. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For peace in our time, that we may not linger in our efforts to secure hope for the 
peoples of the world, and the prosperity that peace inspires;       Silence 
let us pray. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

That we may not make idols out of the many technologies and consumer  
products that entice our imaginations, but use them as tools for God’s mission  
and glory;       Silence 
let us pray. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful and Healing One, you have taught us that the prayer of faith will save the 
sick and that you will raise them up: Hear us as we pray for all who suffer, 
especially Tim, Susan, Fred, John, Doug, Vicky, Chelsea, all teachers, students and 
parents, all sick with COVID-19 and their families, all First Responders, 
Healthcare Workers and those serving the public, we pray to you, O God; 
Silence 
let us pray. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

That the departed, especially Paula McCormick, sister of Ed Lovelace, may dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever;       Silence 
let us pray. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

In thanksgiving for the beauty of the earth, the fruits of the sea, the rising and 
setting of the sun, and all the marvelous gifts of God’s creation, that in our wonder 
we may rededicate ourselves to a stewardship of the environment, so that 
generations to come may enjoy such pleasure;       Silence 
let us pray. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they 
may receive the light of the Gospel;       Silence 
let us pray. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 
presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel, especially, Mark, 
Joan, Silvia and Zubin, Bill and Donna, surround them with your loving care; 
protect them from every danger; and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord;       Silence 
let us pray. Lord, hear our prayer. 



We continue our prayers in Christ, whose mercy endures forever. 
 

Concluding Collect (together) 
 

Lord, you have called us to serve you. Grant that we may walk in your 
presence: your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your strength in 
our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our homecoming 
and the welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Those things, good Lord, that your servants have prayed for, give us grace to work 
for; and in the purpose of your love answer our prayers and fulfil our hopes for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

The Confession: 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  (silence)   
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your 
will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

Blessing for Birthdays:      Debbie Lovelace    
 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your 
servants ___, as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom 
and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their 
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace (Please stand as you are able) 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
Celebrating the Holy Communion 

 

Meditation  
 

Eucharistic Prayer B: 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks 

and praise.  



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who forever say this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

[Please stand or kneel according to your ability and desires] 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 



under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with _____ and all 
your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread: 
 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast.  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

 

Eucharist 
We are beginning to share in the Eucharist in the form of Bread and Wine. When I 
come down to the bottom of the steps, please come up in Family Groups, keeping 
three pews between you and the group in front of you.  Cup your hands in a way 
that I can drop the bread in your hand so that it does not bounce out. Then there 
will be a small cup you will pick up by the rim. Then move to either the Choir 
room door or the door going into the hallway, lift up your mask and consume the 
Bread and Wine and throw the cup in the trash. After that, return to your pew. 
 

Your place was set at this table before the world began!  
We welcome YOU to Christ’s table. 

Gluten Free wafers are available by request. 
 

 

 



Post-Communion Prayer: (kneel, stand or sit as you feel called or are able) 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared 
your love, gave us grace and opened the gate of glory. May we who share 
Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we 
whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you 
have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole 
earth live to praise your name. Amen.  
 

The Blessing: 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:    In Christ There is No East or West  
   
Dismissal: 
Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                            “A Mighty Fortress”            Setting by Robert Hobby  
 

 The Flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God 
 

Announcements: 
 

● Outdoor Worship Service:  On Sunday, November 8, the 10:30 a.m. 
service will be an outdoor service. Bring your lawn chairs and come join us. 

 

● The Sack Lunch Program has had to cancel its funding raiser which was an 
opportunity to celebrate accomplishments, share goals, and request your help 
in fulfilling the mission of the SLP. If you would like to make a donation to 
help buy the food needed for the sack lunches, please make your check 
payable to St. John’s and be sure and put in the memo line that it is for the 
Sack Lunch Program; the address to mail it is 215 North 6th Street, Fort 
Smith, AR 72901; or you can make your check payable to St. Bart’s but 
remember to put Sack Lunch in the memo line. You can also go to our 
website and watch a video on the Sack Lunch Program. 

 

● We are going to create bags of Thanksgiving groceries to hand out to 
families in need. We are asking you to donate green beans, cranberry sauce, 
stove top stuffing, instant potatoes, turkey or chicken gravy packets and 
chicken broth to put into the sacks. 

 



● If you want to attend one of our services in person, please remember to let  
Becky know by either calling the office or sending an email by no later than 
Thursday of each week. If we have more than ten (10) people for each 
service that want to attend in person, we will begin doing an additional 
service at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays. 

 

● To get notified of new videos and when we go live,subscribe to our 
YouTube Channel: 
https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCNGrepZQ-z3qw9Ha-eMrlMg. If you 
have any questions, talk to Fr. Michael or Will Leeper. 

 

● Lord’s Prayer online Monday, October 12 through Thursday, October 15 at 
9:00 a.m. 
 

● Vestry Members: Donna Goldstein-Senior Warden; Steven Hill-Junior 
Warden;  Caroline Cross-Secretary; Chris Allen; Cindy Cunningham; 
Michael Morton; Silvia Balsara; Jo Carson; Rebecca Ward. 

 

● Plate Offering 
As you know we have limited in person services, therefore our plate 
offerings are very low. If you would normally give through the plate, please 
consider mailing your offerings in or going to Tithe.ly on our webpage 
stbartsfs.org to give. Plate Offerings, or the lack thereof, affects our budget 
and our ability to continue all of our ministries in the community. Thank you 
for your continued support and remember, you can come to church if you 
wish, we just need you to make a reservation.  

 

● Fr. Michael’s cell number is 901.461.8380. Please call him anytime between 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm, or the office at 479.783.2101 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
If it is an emergency, please do not hesitate to call anytime. 

 

● Remember to keep the Prayers of the People updated.  These are the 
people presently on our prayer list: Children and staff at the El Hogar 
Orphanage in Guatemala; Jeannie (McCabe); Ervin (Selbach); Julie (Speer); 
Chase (Negley); Liam (Joy); Earl (Terry); Peter and Suzanne (Jones); Linda 
(Lambertson); Jim and Barbara (Lambertson); Mike; Marie; Hazel, Jim; 
Dickie (Foster); Doug (Neely); Myra (Dyer); Sylvia (Burks); Claire 
(Person); Amber (Johnson); Morgan; Kay (Lyon); Halox (Hern); Jim 
(Cearley); Martha (Boyd); Teresa (Zolnik); Tim (Hess); Elvin (Frick); 
Debbie (Whittington); Sherry (Coleman); Katia (Higgins); William 
(Woodward); Denna (Bond); Susan (Martin); Fred (Peters); John (McFee); 
Doug (Carson); Vicky (Bretz); Chelsea; all teachers, students and parents; 

https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCNGrepZQ-z3qw9Ha-eMrlMg


all sick with COVID-19 and their families; all First Responders, Healthcare 
Workers and those serving the public.  

The Week of October 11 through October 18 
 
Sunday, October 11 
8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist - Bella 
10:30 A.M. Holy Eucharist - Lucy and Donna 
 
Monday, October 12 
9:00 A.M. Prayer on Facebook Live 
 
Tuesday, October 13 
9:00 A.M. Prayer on Facebook Live 
5:30 P.M. Inner Christianity Group 
 
Wednesday, October 14  
9:00 A.M. Prayer on Facebook Live 
10:30 A.M. Sack Lunch 
6:30 P.M. Vestry Meeting 
 
Thursday, October 15 
9:00 A.M. Prayer on Facebook Live 
 
Friday, October 16 
10:00 A.M. Next Step Meal 
7:00 P.M. AA/Al-Anon 
 
Saturday, October 17 
5:30 P.M. Holy Eucharist - Monty 
 
Sunday, October 18 
8:00 A.M. Holy Eucharist - Joan 
10:30 A.M. Holy Eucharist - Lucy 

 
 

 


