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Prelude                 “We Know that Christ is Raised and Dies No More”  
        Setting by Anna Laura Page 

 
Open Hymn Praise to the Lord, the Almighty              Hymnal #390  
 

Proclaiming the Word of God 
 
Priest:  Alleluia. Christ is risen.      Page 355 
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
 

Prayer for Purity:      Page 355 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Great Commandment: 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the 
only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as 
yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”  Mark 12:29-31 
 

“Glory to God”  
 

   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
   Lord God, heavenly King,  almighty God and Father,  
   we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
   Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  Lord God, Lamb of God,  
   you take away the sin of the world;   have mercy on us;  
   you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
   For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
   you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
   in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.  
 

The Collect:  (kneeling or standing as you feel called and are able) 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.      Let us pray together. 
 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to 
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may 
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



The First Reading: (please sit)  
 
Acts 7:55-60 
 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But 
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 
Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they 
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he 
knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.” When he had said this, he died. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Let Us Pray in Unison Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 

  1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; 
     let me never be put to shame; * 
     deliver me in your righteousness. 
  2 Incline your ear to me; * 
     make haste to deliver me. 
  3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
     for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
     for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 
  4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
     for you are my tower of strength. 
  5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
     for you have redeemed me, 
     O Lord, O God of truth. 
15 My times are in your hand; * 
     rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
     and from those who persecute me. 
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
     and in your loving-kindness save me." 
 
 
 



The Second Reading: 
 

1 Peter 2:2-10 
 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to 
him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not 
be put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who 
do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head 
of the corner”, and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes 
them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined 
to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now 
you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel: 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

John 14:1-14 
 

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where 
I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, 
you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do 



not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the 
works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also 
do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I 
am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I 
will do it.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon: Rev. Michael Briggs (followed by a time of silent reflection) 
 

Meditation  
 
The Nicene Creed:      Page 358 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People:    (please kneel, sit or stand) 

Let us call upon God to hear our prayers and to grant us those things that are in 
accord with the divine will, responding, “Hear us, O risen Christ.” 

 



For Christians who are imprisoned and persecuted for their faith that, like Stephen, 
they may follow the light that casts out all fear;       Silence 
let us pray. Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

That we may do the works that Jesus revealed in his ministry, the healing of the 
sick, the raising up of the lowly, the giving of sight to the blind, and the blessing of 
the poor and the grieving;       Silence 
let us pray. Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

For those who are spiritually lost, or who question their faith, or whose souls are 
wrapped in the shadows of doubt, that they may share their misgivings with Jesus, 
who gently unfolds the truth and reveals a way;   Silence 
let us pray. Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

That the Church, the community of the baptized, may vigorously proclaim the 
alleluias of Easter, revealing the light of Christ, whose victory over death breaks 
the chains of darkness and despair;       Silence 
let us pray. Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

In thanksgiving for the beauty that is set before our eyes, and for the mysteries yet 
unseen, that we may honor the expansiveness of creation and be guardians of its 
splendor; Silence 
let us pray. Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

In thanksgiving for missionaries throughout the world, who reveal God’s Word in 
challenging times and places;  Silence 
let us pray. Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

Honor our prayers on behalf of those for whom we pray, especially John, Theresa, 
those ill from the Coronavirus;       Silence 
let us pray. Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

That the Lord may comfort those in the waning days of life, and bring to life 
eternal those who have died in the hope of the resurrection, especially, Jeanette 
Blevins; Silence 
let us pray. Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 
presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel, especially, Mark, 
surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring 
them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord;       Silence  
let us pray. Hear us, O risen Christ.  



As a chosen people who share the royal priesthood of Christ, let us add to these 
petitions. 
 

Concluding Collect (together) 
Lord, you have called us to serve you. Grant that we may walk in your 
presence: your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your strength in 
our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our homecoming 
and the welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Those things, good Lord, that your servants have prayed for, give us grace to work 
for; and in the purpose of your love answer our prayers and fulfil our hopes for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

The Confession:  
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. [silence]      Page 360 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace      Page 360 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
Celebrating the Holy Communion 

 

Music 
 

Eucharistic Prayer C: 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                   It is right to give him  

thanks and praise. 
 

Priest: God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
People: Glory to you for ever and ever. 



At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space,              
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with              
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned              
against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed              
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a                 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets,            
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to              
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn as we say: 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
[Please stand or kneel according to your ability and desires] 
 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by                
water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy               
Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and                
gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for                 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of                
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many                 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of               
me." 
 



Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of             
thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, of              
Sarah, Rachel and Deborah; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our              
eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the                
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for              
pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us               
one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High            
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and               
worship, from generation to generation. AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread: 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

 
Your place was set at this table before the world began!  

We welcome YOU to Christ’s table. 
Gluten Free wafers are available by request. 

 



Post-Communion Prayer: (please kneel, stand or sit as you feel called or are able) 
 
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared 
your love, gave us grace and opened the gate of glory. May we who share 
Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we 
whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you 
have set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole 
earth live to praise your name. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn: As the Deer Insert 

   By Martin Nystrom  
 

Dismissal: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the 
Spirit.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Postlude                  “Postlude on English Hymn”          Setting by Anna Laura Page  
 

The Flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God and 
 

In Thanksgiving for: 
 

Our Mother, Dele Lipede 
Given with love by Aderonke and Adebisi Lipede 

 

Our Mother, Ann Daly 
Given with love by Katrina, Bill, Jane, Amy, Isabel and Clara 

 
 
 

 


