
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 

  

 

 

Saturday, March 28, 2020 

Evening Prayer Rite Two 

 

Thank YOU for worshipping with us today. 

We welcome the participation of children in our worship. 

Please sign our guest registry. 

Child Care area is in the back of the Nave 

The Right Reverend Larry Benfield, Bishop of Arkansas 

The Reverend Michael Briggs, Rector 

Organist, Susan Mason 

   Office Administrator: Becky Ibison  

Church Office:  (479) 783-2101 

2701 Old Greenwood Road, Fort Smith, AR 72903 

Website:  stbartsfs.org        Email: stbartsfs.stbartsfs@outlook.com 

Facebook:  St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church and Facebook Live 

Twitter: St. Bart’s Church@stbartschurch1 

 

mailto:stbartsfs@stbartsfs.org


Daily Evening Prayer: Rite Two 

The Officiant 

  

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after night. I 

have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. 
Psalm 16:7,8  

Jesus said, "I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk 

in darkness, but will have the light of life." John 8:12 

Confession of Sin The Officiant says to the people 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept.  
 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Officiant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 

eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter  

All stand 

Officiant    O God, make speed to save us.  

People       O Lord, make haste to help us.  



Officiant and People 

  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

  

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron  

 

O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus 

Christ, holy and blessed! Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes 

behold the vesper light, we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, 

O Giver of Life, and to be glorified through all the worlds.  

Then follows  

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed  

Let Us Pray in Unison  Psalm 130 

 

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; 

   Lord, hear my voice; * 

   let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

2 If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, * 

   O Lord, who could stand? 

3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 

   therefore you shall be feared. 

4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 

   in his word is my hope. 

5 My soul waits for the Lord, 

   more than watchmen for the morning, * 

   more than watchmen for the morning. 

6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, * 

   for with the Lord there is mercy; 

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 

   and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 



The Lessons  

A Reading from Romans.  

Romans 8:6-11 
 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please 

God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 

in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if 

Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 

who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 

Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to John. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

John 11:1-45 
 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 

with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 

“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does 

not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 

through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after 

having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 

was. Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples 

said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 

there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 

walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But 

those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, 

he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken 

him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 

Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was 

referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your 

sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 

Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that 

we may die with him.”  

 



When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 

Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had 

come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard 

that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha 

said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even 

now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, 

“Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in 

the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 

believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I 

believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she 

got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was 

still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the 

house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 

because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came 

where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had 

been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 

Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 

moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 

see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of 

them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 

from dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 

and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister 

of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 

dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 

see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and 

said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 

have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 

you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his 

face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” Many of 

the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed 

in him. 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

The Homily       Fr. Michael 

 



The Song of Mary    Magnificat Luke 1:46-55 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior; for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. From this day all 

generations will call me blessed: The Almighty has done great things for me, and 

holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. He 

has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He 

has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He 

has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has remembered his promise of 

mercy, the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children for 

ever. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
  
The Apostles' Creed  

Officiant and People together, all standing 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

The Prayers  

The People stand or kneel 

Officiant    The Lord be with you.  

People       And also with you.  

Officiant    Let us pray. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

The Prayers of the People:    (please kneel, sit or stand) 

 

Confident that with our hearts set on the glorious act of redemption revealed by 

God’s beloved One, we receive the gift of new life, we offer our prayers and 

respond, “Kyrie eleison.” 

 

That the arms of Christ will reach into our spiritual tombs, releasing us from the fires 

of sin and division, of death and despair, and set our eyes upon the eighth day of our 

inheritance;       Silence 

Let us pray.    Kyrie eleison.  
 

That the breath of God may rush into the hearts of the faithful, filling them with 

respect for the wisdom of their forebears, and the courage to walk where their feet 

had never trod;       Silence 

Let us pray.    Kyrie eleison.    
 

For the unemployed and those who live with financial anxiety, for children born into 

poverty and those whose wealth does not buy contentment, for those in troubled 

marriages and the lonely who suffer in silence, that all may be held by the risen 

Christ, who broke through the walls of darkness;       Silence 

Let us pray.    Kyrie eleison.  
 



For the healing of our environment and for the vision to see ourselves as a global 

community, interdependent, economically woven, spiritually bonded, 

technologically linked, and physically united as a speck in the universe;       Silence 

Let us pray.    Kyrie eleison. 
 

In thanksgiving for our life together, our persistence in listening to the divine word, 

and our commitment to proclaim the life-giving love of God;       Silence 

Let us pray.    Kyrie eleison. 
 

Let our prayers ascend to Jesus, our eternal high priest, as we offer up our 

intercessions and supplications, especially for Barbara, Mary, Elizabeth, Halox, Jim, 

Monti, Janean, John, Martha, Joel, Jesse, Sandy.       Silence 

Let us pray.    Kyrie eleison. 
 

That we who celebrate this Eucharistic Meal may receive the mercy of the Lamb, 

who shares our burdens, removes our sin, and restores us to the company of the 

faithful;       Silence 

Let us pray.    Kyrie eleison. 
 

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they 

may receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord;       Silence 

Let us pray.    Kyrie eleison. 
 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 

presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel, especially, Mark; 

surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring 

them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord.       Silence 

Let us pray.    Kyrie eleison. 
 

For those who have died in the faith of Christ, that they may reside in  

Paradise;       Silence 

Let us pray.    Kyrie eleison.          
 

A Collect for Aid against Perils:   

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all 

perils and dangers of this time; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus 

Christ;       Silence 

Let us pray.    Kyrie eleison. 
 

 

 

 



A Collect for the Presence of Christ:   

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for uncertainty is at hand and the day is filled with caution; 

be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may 

know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for 

the sake of your love;       Silence 

Let us pray.    Kyrie eleison. 
 

In the certain hope of the resurrection from the dead, let us continue our prayers.  
 

Concluding Collect (together) 
 
  

Lord, you have called us to serve you. Grant that we may walk in your 

presence: your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your strength in our 

wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our homecoming and 

the welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Those things, good Lord, that your servants have prayed for, give us grace to work 

for; and in the purpose of your love answer our prayers and fulfil our hopes for Jesus’ 

sake. Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 

The Birthday Blessing 
 

O God, our times are in your hand; Look with favor, we pray, on your servants, 

Jeannie, Jesse and Lance as they begin another year.  Grant that they may grow 

in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of 

their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us pray 

 

The Collect of the Day 
  
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of 
sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you 
promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may 
surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 

 
 



The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 

humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom 

you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings 

of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the 

world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 

glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly 

thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in 

our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in 

holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. 

Amen.  

The Officiant  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.   2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen.   Romans 15:13 

Let us bless the Lord.  

People:  Thanks be to God. 


